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List of Abbreviations 

 

AIAG Automotive Industry Action Group 

ASN Advanced Shipping Notification 

DMC Data Matrix Code 

DRX DRÄXLMAIER Group 

EDI Electronic Data Interchange 

EWM Extended Warehouse Management 

GTL Global Transport Label 

HU Handling Unit 

KLT Kleinladungsträger 

PU Packaging Unit 

SLC Small Load Carrier 

TPU Transport Packaging Unit 

VDA Verband der Automobilindustrie (The German Association of the Automotive Industry) 

 

Applicable Documents 

 

VDA-Recommandation 4994 Global Transport Label 
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Introduction 

 

The Labeling Requirements Manual defines the requirements concerning labeling that apply between the 

supplier and the DRÄXLMAIER Group. In this document, the DRÄXLMAIER Group and all the affiliated 

companies are referred to as “DRÄXLMAIER”. 

They apply to all the scopes of supply and deliveries by the supplier and its companies to the companies of 

the DRÄXLMAIER Group. 

This document is intended as an addition to the DRÄXLMAIER Group Logistics Requirements and is applicable 

to all standard materials. 

 

1. Container Related Specifications and Documents 

1.1 Labeling 

 
Standardized labeling serves to clearly identify products and load units. The supplier shall ensure that every 

container is marked with a global transport label (GTL) according to VDA Recommendation 4994 or AIAG. 

DRÄXLMAIER uses the following GTL-variants: 

 

▪ Master Label for a homogeneous loading unit: Transport packaging units (TPU) or Handling Units 

(HU) that have 2-stage packaging and in which each packaging unit (PU) carries the same article 

number (e.g., pallet with SLCs). The individual PUs are equipped with separate Single labels. 

▪ Master Label for mixed loading units (Mixed Label): The TPU/HU holds individual PUs which do not 

all contain the same article number. The individual PUs are equipped with separate Single labels. 

▪ Single Label for small load carriers, e.g., KLTs or individual packaging units (cf. VDA 4994) 

 

Labeling of more than more than two packaging levels (e.g., handling unit, packaging unit, and sub packaging 

unit), requires prior approval and coordination with the responsible department. 

 

The following general requirements apply to all label types and must be fulfilled: 

 

▪ Visible from the outside 

▪ (Electronically) readable barcodes (despite environmental influences and transportation stresses) 

▪ Complete labeling 

▪ The area intended for this purpose must be used 

▪ Appropriate printing quality 

▪ Paper thickness ≥ 160 g/m² 

▪ Old labels must be removed completely (adhesive residue without data and barcode may remain) 
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Furthermore, each label type has specific requirements that must be met, as shown in the following table: 

 

 Single Label Master Label Mixed Label 

Attachment 

position 
Insert on every SLC 

Per pallet 

Visible from the outside 

Per pallet 

Visible from the outside 

Mounting One glue dot (top mid) 
Four glue dots (e.g., each 

corner) 

Four glue dots (e.g., each 

corner) 

Size 210mm x 74mm A5, 210mm x 148mm A5, 210mm x 148mm 

Other - 
Data (e.g., quantity) must 

match with Single Labels 

Data (e.g., quantity) must 

match with Single Labels 

Label 

attachment 

examples 

 

  

 

Below are self-explanatory examples for each label type as specified in VDA 4994: 
 

 
Figure 1: VDA Master Label (cf. VDA 4994) 
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Figure 2: VDA Mixed Label (cf. VDA 4994) 

 
 

 
Figure 3: Single Label in KLT format (cf. VDA 4994) 
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1.2 DRÄXLMAIER VDA 4994 Global Transport Label requirements summary 

 
With the implementation of SAP system in full scope including the Extended Warehouse Management (EWM) 
module within DRÄXLMAIER Group, the requirements towards shipping label have been changed / updated. 
From previously used VDA 4902 labels (in German Warenanhänger Label), we have now switched to the latest 
VDA recommendation for a Global Transport Label based on the VDA 4994 document. The reason for this 
change was not only to use a modern label with multiple information accessible with just one scan (2D Code) 
but primarily due to handling unit number, which is used as a main logistic unit number/ID in SAP EWM and 
as a global identification number for a shipping unit on the label. 
 
DRÄXLMAIER’s requirement regarding Global Transport Label (GTL) is fully covered with this document and 
the VDA 4994 recommendation with its standard shape. That means no further changes to layout or label 
content are required. Therefore, the base guideline on how to create the label is the VDA 4994 documentation 
to be found on website: www.vda.de. 
 
Moreover, considering the currently internally required information on the label which will be used in logistical 
and production processes, we can define following data elements (marked in the below table in column “DRX 
relevancy for VDA 4994 Label). 
 
 

Data field VDA 4987 - Global 
DESADV 
(V2.6, 2021-06) 

Master 
(acc. to 
VDA) 

Mixed 
(acc. to 
VDA) 

Single 
(acc. to 
VDA) 

DRX 
relevancy 
for VDA 
4994 label 

in 2D-
code  

DI Example incl. DI 

Label version 
 

M M M O Yes 12P 12PGTL3 

Revision of the 
recommendation 

 
M M M O Yes 9K 9K01 

Ship-from name SG2/NAD+SF DE 3036 M M M M 
   

Ship-from post code SG2/NAD+SF DE 3251 M M M M 
   

Ship-from location SG2/NAD+SF DE 3164 M M M M 
   

Ship-from country SG2/NAD+SF DE 3207 M M M M 
   

Ship-from unique ID SG2/NAD+SF DE 3039 M M M M Yes 3L 3L584323 

Country of origin SG17/ALI DE 3239 M N M M Yes 4L 4LDE 

Ship-to name SG2/NAD+ST DE 3036 M M M M 
   

Ship-to post code SG2/NAD+ST DE 3251 O O O O 
   

Ship-to location SG2/NAD+ST DE 3164 O O O O 
   

Ship-to country SG2/NAD+ST DE 3207 O O O O 
   

Ship to ID (Dräxlmaier 
plant number) 

SG2/NAD+ST DE 3039 D D M M Yes 8V 8V1106 

Unloading point 
(Dräxlmaier shipping 
point) 

SG2/NAD+ST/LOC+11 DE 
3225 

M M M M Yes 2L 2L9006 

Customer internal 
destination (stor. 
location) 

SG22/LOC+7 DE 3225 D D D O / Not 
Required 

Yes 20L 20L123123123123 

Label type SG14/PCI+17 DE 7511 M M M M 
   

Supplier ID of the ship-
from 

SG2/NAD+SE DE 3039 M M M M Yes V V584323 

Delivery note number SG20/RFF+AAU DE 1154 D D M M Yes 2S 2S123456789012 

Customer specific 
routing 

SG20/RFF+AMU DE 1154 D D D O / Not 
Required 

Yes 23L 23L050115-1420RNP 

Place of consumption SG22/LOC+159 DE 3225 D D D O / Not 
Required 

Yes 22L 22L12345678901234 

Expected Date/time of 
arrival 

DTM+2/132 DE 2380 D D D M* Yes 8D 8DYYYYMMDDHHMM 

Quantity SG17/QTY+52 DE 6060 (M-
Label) 
SG12/QTY+52 DE 6060 (S-
Label) 

M N M M Yes Q Q1000000 
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Unit of measure SG17/QTY+52 DE 6411 (M-
Label) 
SG12/QTY+52 DE 6411 (S-
Label) 

M N M M Yes 3Q 3QPC 

Gross weight SG17/MEA+AAZ+AAB DE 
6314 
SG12/MEA+AAY+G DE 
6314 

M M M M Yes 2Q 2Q9999 

Net weight SG17/MEA+AAZ+AAA DE 
6314 
SG12/MEA+AAY+AAL DE 
6314 

O O O O 
   

Customer's part 
number 

SG19/LIN DE 7140 M N M M Yes P P123456789-001 

Customer's part 
description 

SG19/IMD DE 7008 D N D O 
   

Safety sign - D D D D 
   

License Plate - unique 
package ID, innermost 
level (Single-smallest 
HU) 

SG16/GIN+ML DE 7402 (2) M M M M Yes 1J 1JUN987654321123456789 

License Plate - unique 
package ID, TU/HU 
with unlike items 
(mixed pallet) 

M M M M Yes 5J 5JUN987654321123456789 

License Plate - unique 
package ID, TU/HU 
with like items 
(homogeneous Master 
HU) 

M M M M Yes 6J 6JUN987654321123456789 

Package type code SG12/PAC DE 7065 M M M M Yes B B000PAL01 

Shipment date DTM+11 DE 2380 M M D* O 
   

Expiry date SG15/DTM+36 or 361 DE 
2380 

D N D* O* Yes 14D 14D201512312359 

Production date SG15/DTM+94 DE 2380 N N D* O* Yes 16D 16D201512241600 

Batch number / lot 
number (suppl. ass.) 

SG15/GIR+1 DE 7402 N N O M Yes 1T T1234567890-123456 

Hardware status SG19/PIA+1 DE 7143 = BT D N D O Yes 20P 20P09876543211234567 

Software status SG19/PIA+1 DE 7143 = AG D N D O Yes 21P 21P09876543211234567 

Engineering change ID SG19/PIA+1 DE 7143 = EC D N D O Yes 2P 2PEC123456789012345 

Number of inner 
package items 

SG12/QTY+189 DE 6060 M M N O 
   

Supplier specific 
information 

SG14/PCI+17 DE 7102 O O O O 
   

Indicator, if the 
container is the 
smallest material 
package 

SG15/GIR+7 DE 7402=1 - - O O Yes 33T 33TY 

Customer specific 
information 

SG14/PCI+16 or PCI+3 DE 
7102 

D D D D 
   

 
 
Meaning: 
M – mandatory element 
O – optional (depends on the label issuer) 
D – depends / usually not needed, unless agreed otherwise 
* – one type of date (out of 3) is mandatory (relevancy sequence described in VDA 4994 document) 
 
General comments: 

▪ The sequence of data elements in data string in the Data Matrix Code (DMC) is free. Proper recognition 
of each data element is guaranteed by Data Identifier and data Group Separators, not by fixed position 
of a given data in the string. 

▪ For all the detailed information on how to build a proper data string for DMC, please refer to the VDA 
4994 guideline. 
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▪ From logistics point of view, the most important change and advantage that the new VDA 4994 label 

provides (over the previous type VDA 4902), is the possibility to use it also after Goods Receipt for 
internal handling processes. This means, based on the worldwide unique Handling Unit number 
(Package ID or License Plate as it’s called on the label) each package unit can be booked in 
DRÄXLMAIER’s system (SAP) with that number, which means there is no need for generating a new 
Handling Unit number and therefore relabeling all the packaging units. This is possible under one 
condition; the same Handling Unit number must be provided by the supplier via EDI in Advanced 
Shipping Notification (ASN) according to VDA 4987. Once the ASN massage reaches the 
DRÄXLMAIER’s SAP, the HU number will be recognized by SAP while executing the Goods Receipt 
process. 

 
All further details not described here should be obtained directly from VDA 4994 documentation. Unless a 
specific plant or specific project in DRÄXLMAIER Group presents specific requirements regarding the label, 
e.g., additional data, 1D or 2D codes, etc., a standard label as described here and, in the mail, VDA 4994 
guideline applies. 
 


